In Pegu, or that portion of the Burmese empire
extending from Rangoon to Prome, there are, according to the
Abbe Sangermano, but two seasons, the rainy aad the dry ;
the former, commencing at the end of April, or early in May,
continues to the close of October; and the cold-season for
the remaining six months. But in Ava proper, the seasons
are divided into the cold} the hot, and the rainy. The four
months of November, December, Janaary, and February form
the winter: from the beginning of March to the end of June,
the heat prevails, and the other four months are the season
of rain ; from which statement, it appears, that a force, ope-
rating on the upper line of the Irawattee, might calculate with
certainty, on having two months more of fair weather, than
one advancing from the delta of Pegu, an advantage of vital
importance in the prosecution of a campaign : the distance
ty the former line, bet ween the nearest base and the object of
attack, would be about three hundred miles, and by the
latter, four hundred an<l fifty.

88rd. Weighing all the circumstances adduced in the pre-
ceding pages, and giving to each of the proposed lines of
operation the consideration due to its relative advantages, or
the reverse, the result appears to be unequivocally in favour
of an advance from Arracan, rather than by any other point
on the line of our eastern frontier ; and it now only remains
to offer a few suggestions on the plan of operations most
likely to lead to the speedy attainment of our object, the
possession of its capital, should circumstances ever again
render it necessary for an Indian army to punish aggression,
by invading the Burmese dominions.

S4th. If regard be had td the relative strength of the Indo-
British and Burmese empires, to their resources, find the
military qualifications of their respective troops ; the superior-
ity of the former is, in each instance, so immeasurably greater,
that it would be an unnecessarily expensive display of power,
to act upon the capital by more than one line of operations,
and that by Aeng has been proved so much more dire^el and
expeditious, that it would hardly be possible for auxiliary
columns acting from Rangoon, Muneepoor, or Assam^ to do